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It is almost impossible to overstate the historical impact of Augustine
of Hippo’s (354—430) interpretation of the Epistle to the Romans in
terms of its repercussions in Western theology. Augustine's exegesis
of certain key passages in Paul's letter marked a departure from the
views of earlier Christian commentators. Despite being an
independent and original thinker, Augustine's exegesis was carried
out in an implicit dialogue with influential predecessors such as
Origen of Alexandria (185-253/254). This book offers a
comprehensive analysis of Augustine's reception of Origen's
Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans. Augustine’s interaction
with Origen’s work provides us with a mirror that reflects the
theological concerns which informed his reading of the apostolic
letter. A common denominator for many of the possible instances of
reception is that these elements of exegesis serve to restrict human
freedom in one way or the other. Augustine is happy to follow
Origen's interpretation ofRomanswheneverhegrants that complete
freedom is unattainable in this earthly life owing to the negative
influence of sin. In particular, the harmful consequences of Adam'’s
transgression inhibit the free choice of his descendants. Certain



statements in Origen’s Commentary were thus appealing to
Augustine because they could be used in support of his preconceived
notion of original sin.



